The more wo trace an outbreak of cholera to its source, tlio clearer will stand the fact that, like specific poisons, it is a disease sui generis, that is capable of developing only its own kind. It pre-supposes for its existence the presence of a specific germ ; but how the ultimate particle was brought into activity is a mystery of medical science, which it is beyond our present power to solve. We aro as much in the dark as to the first appearance of small-pox and scarlatina as of cholera, but the fact cannot but bo gainsayed that they both dovelope only through contagion. To say that stnall-pox is the result of a dry or humid condition of atmosphere, betrays our ignorance of the etiology of disease. It is similarly absurd to maintain that cholera can bo produced through bad food or through any external condition of the air. No doubt
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